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THE BOMBARDMENT OF I<AGOSHIh/IA BY 
THE BRITISH FLEET,  August, 1863. 

By COMAIANDER T. OKUDA, I.J. Navy. 

[From the Stiihosha Kiji  (Naval Club Magazine), translated by Lieutenant 
C. 13. N. James, R.X.]. 

Introduction. 

W H E N  in 1906 H.R.1-I. Prince Arthur of Connaught came 
to Japan, in obedience to the command of his uncle the King 
of our allied country, he visited the inaccessible place of 
Kagoshima. One of the purposes of his visit was most prob- 
ably to see the scene of the battle which was fought between 
the British Fleet and the Kagoshima Clan in 1S63. At that time 
in Japan there was a very powerful party, who, through notions 
of loyalty to the Emperor, desired to drive out of the country 
all foreigners belonging to Europe and America. This faction 
was at  the same time in opposition to the Tokugawa Shogunate. 
The Richardson incident was a proof to the foreigners of the 
weakness of the Shogunate, and, moreover, was a lesson. to  our 
countrymen by which they were enlightened as to the impossi- 
bility of carrying out the policy of expulsion of all foreigners; 
it showed them also that the only way of becoming a world 
Power was by having a monarchical government, importing the 
good points of European civilization and cultivating friendly 
relations with other nations. 

For the above reasons the battle had a great influence on 
the modern history of Japan, and more especially on that of 
the Japanese Navy; yet, in spite of this, we, although having 
graduated through the middle schools and the Naval Academy, 
have received no instruction concerning this historical event, 
and even at the present time no written accounts are to be 
found. 

In  I@ Admiral Inouye (Naval Councillor to the Emperor) 
went for the purposes of naval investigation to Formosa, calling 
in on the way at  Oshima, Okinawa and other islands. The  
writer accompanied the Admiral as A-D-C ; before leaving Japan 
the party visited Kagoshima. Here being the scene of the 
battle the writer took the opportunity of begging the Admiral 
to recall to his memory and to describe the events which took 
place. The Admiral very willingly agreed, and introduced 
him to several old inhabitants of IGigoshima who had taken an 
active part in the engagement. Listening 10 their accounts the 
writer was able to fulfil his long-deferred desire to thoroughly 
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I 4% BOJIBIRDJIENT OF KAGOSIIIJIA, 1S63 [NOV. 19x3 

investigate everything concerning tlie battle ; and thinking it 
would be interesting and profitable to  his comrades, he has 
published this account in the Naval Magazine. 

The Events which caused the Rattle. 

In 1862 the Daimyo of Kagoshima, Shiniazu Saburo 
Heisamitsu, went in company with Ohara, the envoy of the 
Shogun, to Yedo; on his return journey at a place called Nama- 
mugi, &I usashi, three foreigners, Richardson, Clark, and 
Marshall, crossed the procession, and were immediately cut down 
by the hot-headed Samurai of Shiniazu. This event led to the 
British Government opening negotiations with the Shogunate, 
but the Shogun, at that time being much occupied with other 
foreign and domestic affilirs, did not immediately reply. 

The  British Government seeing no prospect of their claim 
being considered sent the China Squadron to Japan in the 
August of the following year ; the Adniiral was given authority 
to deal direct with the Daimyo, and was instructed to insist upon 
the punishment of tlie murderers, and to demand that conipen- 
sation should be made to the families of the murdered foreigners. 

T H E  EVENTS PRECEDING THE ARRIVAL OF T H E  BRITISH 

On August 3rd, 1863, the English Minister, Colonel Neale, 
with the interpreters Eusden and Siebold, by the order of the 
British Government, embarked on board the British man-of-war 
“ Eurpalus,” the flagship of Admiral ICuRer; the “ Euryalus,” 
in company with the remainder of the British Fleet, left Yoko- 
hama bound for Kagoshima, and arrived at Yarna kawa Guchi, 
Kagosliima Bay, on August 7th. At 6 p.m. of the 7th, the 
British Fleet came to an anchorage off Nanatsu-jima (north-east 
of Nirakawa viltage, Taniyama) ; whereupon the officials of the 
village boarded the flagship and enquired the object of their 
visit. Their answer was as follows :-“ Our squadron will 
enter Ihgoshima harbour to-morrow morning and will present 
a letter from the British Government to the Government of 
Sliimazu.” 

On receiving this answer the alarm was given everywhere 
by means of rockets and gun signals, and preparation for war 
was diligently carried out both ashore and afloat. Every 
single samurai was longing to show his courage and that 
spirit of bravery which only the men of Kagoshima have, which 
has been fostered by them for 300 years, and to ward off this 
danger to their clan. 

The garrisons of the coast batteries, which were divided 
into sis groups, on hearing the alarm ran bravely tq their posts. 

The Strength of the British Fleet‘ 
The British Squadron, which had anchored off Nanatsu- 

jinia, weighed anchor at 7 a.m. of the 9th as expected; they 

SQUADRON AT KAGOSHIMA. 
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NOV. 19131 BOJIBXRDJIENT OF RAGOSIII;\Ih, I863 I487 

took a middle course betwen I<amiwa and Tempozan battery, 
and proceeding at slow speed anchored in single line 1,200 
yards from the shore in 20 fathoms in Kink0 Bay ; the flagship 
I ‘  Euryalus ” was in the centre of the line. 

The strength of the British fleet was as follows :- 
Name of Ship. 

‘ I  Euryalus ” 
“ Perseus ” 
I ‘  Pearl ” 
I ‘  Argus ” 
‘ I  Racehorse ” 
“ Coquette ” 
I ‘  Havoc ” 

Guns. H.P. 
46 400 
2 1  400 
17 200 
6 200 
4 200 
4 I 0 0  
3 60 

Comp. 
600 
245 
172 
I f 0  

103 
7s 
50 

Captain’s Name. 
Josli n (Captain) . 
Borlesse (Lieut.). 
I< i n gs ton (Lieu t .) . 
;\loore (Lieut.). 

(Lieut.). 
Alexander (Lieut.), 
Poole (Lieut.). 

The  Commander-in-Chief, Vice-Admiral Kuper, the Alin- 
ister, Colonel Neale, the interpreters, Eusden and Siebold were 
on  board the Euryalus.” The interpreters, MacDonald, 
Willis, Satow (late Minister to Japan) and Goweritch (?), were 
embarked on board the other ships of the squadron; there was 
also a Japanese pilot on board one of the ships. 

The Preparations of the Sateumn Clan. 

On August Sth, on hearing the alarm of the invasion of 
the British Fleet, all the garrisons of the batteries and other 
forces went to their posts ; .provisions and ammunition were 
served out as prearranged in the orders for Preparation for 
Battle. 

The I~agoshima Headquarters mere in the Sengeki Temple 
at Nishida, provision depbts were at the Daijoin Temple, Nari- 
machi, Futeshoji at Ikegami machi, and at  the Ryuseein Temple 
at Ihsamuda. The depbt for men and horses was at Icusamuda 
machi; the General in command was Kawakami Tatsue, and 
under him were the commanders of the batteries, the Daimyo’s 
minister was Komatsu Tatewaki ; Okubo Ichizo (afterwards 
assassinated when he was a Cabinet Minister) was the officer 
in immediate attendance on the Daimyo; Orita Heihachi, Ijichi 
hlasuharu (afterwards Viscount Ijichi) and Oyama Tsunayoshi 
(brother of present Field-Rlarshal Prince Oyama) were coun- 
cillors, and on the staff of the General as advisers. 

1Ito Shirozaemon (now Admiral of the Fleet, I ‘  Yalo ” Ito) 
was a drummer at Gionzu, Inouye Naohachi (now Admiral 
Viscount Inouye) was one of the gun’s crews at Okikojima 
Battery, Togo Heihachiro (now Admiral of the Fleet Count 
Togo) was a soldier in the General’s brigade. Saigo Kichin- 
osuke Takamori (the Great Saigo) at this time was an  exile in 
Oki Erabujima. 

1 The present Field-blarshal. Prince Oyama, also took part in the 
battle in a subordinate position. 

4 u 2  
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I 488 BOMBARDMENT OF KAGOSHIMA, 1863 [NOV. 1913 

The Coast Batteries of Kagoshima. 

The defences of I<agoshima had been improved after the 
European plan during Nariaki’s time, and batteries had been 
built at important points along the shore. Shimadzu Tadayoshi 
had afterwards added further improvements until there were 
altogether 87 guns. 

Tempozan : S siege guns, 2 field guns, 2 mortars. 
Daimonguchi : 3 siege guns, I mortar. 
Shinhato : I I siege guns, 3 field guns, 3 mortars. 
Benten Hato : 7 siege guns, 2 field guns, 4 mortars. 
Gionza : 7 siege guns, 7 mortars. 
Sakurajima Hakamogoshi : 4 siege guns. 
Sakurajima Torijirna : 2 field guns. 
Sakurajima Akamizu : j siege guns, I mortar. 
Oki Kojima (a) : 4 siege guns, I mortar. 
Oki Kojima (b )  : j siege guns, I mortar. 
In addition to the above there was a battery of four guns 

at Yamalrawa, the shore defences thus consisting of 87 guns.  
‘I‘he floating defence was commanded by Nino Toneri. The 
main and minor castles were garrisoned by the General’s 
brigade, ,which did not take part in the battle. 

T H E  NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN T H E  BRITISH ADMIRAL AND 
T H E  DAIMYO. 

On the arrival of the British Fleet at Kinko Bay, Shimazu 
Tadayoshi despatched the W a r  Councillors Orita Heihachi and 
Ijichi AIasaharu to the flagship to ask the purpose of the visit. 
The blinister, Colonel Neale, the interpreters and other officers 
met the envoys and presented the official letter, demanding at 
the same time an answer within 24 hours, and Colonel Neale 
also said “ If I do not receive an  answer within 24 hours I will 
act as I think circumstances demand.’’ His appearance and 
manner of speech while saying this were most determined. 

T h e  envoy, of course, knew in his heart that undoubtedly 
the Prince Shimazu would not accept the claim; but feigning 
ignorance of his master’s intentions said, “ As the Dairnyo is 
now at  the hot springs of Kirishima and communication with 
him will take several days, I am afraid that your desire cannot 
be complied with.” Having said this the envoy left the ship. 
The demands contained in the official letter were as follows:- 
Tl!at-(I) The  principal criminals who murdered Richardson 
and injured the ladies and gentlemen who accompanied him 
should be immediately tried in the presence of the British 
Admiral and esecuted. (2) Compensation of & 2 G , o m  sterling 
should be paid to be divided amongst the family of the mur- 
dered and those injured. The Envoy, on returning, reported 
the above to the Daimyo. The nest day the Daimyo despatched 
n letter to the Minister asking him and the Admiral to come 
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Nov. 19’31 BOMBARDMENT OF KAGOSHIMA, 1863 1489 

ashore on the morning of the 10th to open a conference in the 
Foreigners Reception Hall. 

The Demonstration of the British Fleet. 

The Daimyo, considering the demands both to be unjust 
and - unreasonable, preferred to fight sooner than to accede. 
He repeatedly asked the Minister and others to come ashore; 
but the iMinister, knowing the hot-tempered men of Satsuma, 
and thinking that the matter could not be settled by negotiations, 
prudently remained on board. He  requested the Admiral to 
prepare for action, and that Captain J o s h  and Commander 
Wilmot should reconnoitre and survey the coast. 

On the 10th the Daimyo despatched the same envoys to the 
flagship to explain the object of them (Colonel Neale, etc.) 
coming ashore and to press them to do so. But the Minister 
would not agree, and moreover, made a great demonstration 
to impress the envoys. 

The Sfrafagem of the Samurai of Safsuma. 

Thereupon the Samurai became excited and furious; some, 
among them Narahara Shigeru (afterwards Baron Narahara), 
Kaieda Nobuyoshi (afterwards Viscount Kaieda) and others, 
consulted together and decided upon this stratagem. 

As a forlorn hope 73 desperate men were to go off in boats 
disguising themselves as tradesmen and taking with them in 
the boatts eggs and vegetables as if for sale; they were to divide 
themselves into seven parties, each party going in one boat, 
and each boat to go alongside one British ship respectively. 
When on board they were at  a given signal previously arranged 
to all simultaneously draw their swords and slay the British 
officers and men. 

Thereupon the coast batteries were to open fire ; thus forts 
and boarding parties working together the British ships would 
be captured. 

This plan was enthusiastically welcomed by these desperate 
Samurai. 

Seventy-three men put off in seven boats, but the British 
ships, except the ‘ I  Euryalus,” suspecting them, refused to allow 
them on board. The I ‘  Euryalus ” allowed a few men to come 
on board, but these few were so closely watched they could do 
nothing . 

The Commencement of the Battle. 

On the afternoon of the 10th the wind was easterly and 
there were signs of an approaching storm. 

The  British Fleet shifted berth to the offing of Koikemura, 
Salsura Jima, and anchored in 21 fathoms r , m y a r d s  from the 
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‘490 BOMBARDMEST OF KAGOSIIIMA, 1863 [NO\‘* 19x3 

coast. On the r ~ t h ,  as was expected, the wind blew harder 
and the waves were high. The British Fleet struck their top- 
masts and cleared for action. 

The Daimyo again sent a letter asking the Minister to come 
ashore, but he refused; it looked as if the moment of battle 
had arrived. 

The Daimyo prohibited any rash action on the part of his 
hot-tempered Samurai, and ordered them not to commence the 
battle until the order was given. On the 12th the weather was 
exceptionally bad, lieavy rain fell, and from the Kagoshima 
shore only two ships were seen, the others could not be sighted. 
Previously to this the steamers “ Tenyu,” Hakubo,” and 
“Seiyo,” which belonged to the Daimyo of Satsuma, had 
taken shelter off Shigetomi, about eight miles from the British 
Fleet. 

But a t  10 a.m. five British ships came up and captured these 
ships. The  Kagoshima Samurai hearing. that this had hap- 
pened broke into a state of violent excitement and wished to 
commence firing. That afternoon the Daimyo, despatching 
several messengers to the forts, finally gave the order to con+ 
mence. On getting this order the Tempozan fort first opened 
fire, then the Hakamagoshi fort attacked the fleet with a plung- 
ing fire; then all the other batteries, the men shouting the 
battle cry, fought furiously. 

Thus it was not the British Squadron which took the initia- 
tive, but the Japanese. 

The British fleet was taken by surprise, but did their best 
under the circumstances. The  weather became worse, the aii 
mas misty and a heavy sea running. On shore men and horses 
were running hither and thither, while the inhabitants had fled 
to a safe place. Everywhere there was excitement, but especi- 
ally on board the “Perseus,” who being fired at suddenly by 
the Hakaniagoshi battery, had no time to  weigh, so she, in 
much confusion, slipped her cables and left her anchors; then 
came into battle formation with the remainder. 

The  Japanese Samurai laughingly watched her do that. 
Previous to all this, the hlinister, thinking that it would be 

impossible to receive compensation through negotiating, decided 
to hold the captured ships as a bond for the amount of the 
compensation which lie had demanded. 

The tonnage of these ships was 1,600, and their cost was 
3, jm dollars each. 

This was his intention, but before it could be carried out 
the forts commenced firing. 

The  fleet not yet being in battle formation withdrew out of 
range of the guns, then formed single line ahead; the captured 
ships were burnt, their crews put on shore at  Sakura Jima, except 
their captains, who were kept prisoners. 

The fleet then returned the fire of the Gionzu battery, then 
turning IG points engaged the Tempozan battery; then, turning 
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xov. I91jj BOMBARDMENT OF KAGOSLII;\.IA, 1863 1491 

to the north, bombarded the batteries while passing, this move- 
ment was repeated three times until 4 p.m. 

The Battle. 

At first the British Fleet thinking that they could silence 
the Gionzu battery attacked that battery specially. But the 
“ Racehorse ” grounding on a shoal just off the battery listed 
over to port and was unable to move; the Gionzu battery took 
advantage of this and concentrated its fire on her. 

One shot struck the main mast, another pierced the side 
near the waterline. 

The fort itself also was hit by many projectiles; as 
nearly all the g u n s  were put out of action, the guns’ crews laid 
down on the ground, not to escape the hail of shot, but, thinking 
that the bluejackets of the “ Racehorse ” would land and storm 
the fort, they intended to remain hidden and then suddenly 
rush out and slay the Englishmen. 

Ru t  the British bluejacliets did not land ; the “ ICaceliorse ” 
being towed out of danger by one of her consorts, who came 
to her rescue. 

?‘hat day from noon to 4 p.m., the battle was fought 
desperately by both sides. During the hottest time of the 
battle wind and rain made the sighting of the guns very diffi- 
cult, in spite of this the Satsuma guns made very good shooting. 

The British lost 63 officers and men ; the flagship “ Eurya- 
l u s  ” was struck by a Io-in. projectile, which entered through 
a g u n  port, and then burst in the main deck, a second hit her 
side, a third one destroyed a boat on ihe booms. 

Captain Joslin and Commander IVilmot were killed. 
The casualties of the “ Euryalus ” were 50 per cent., her 

hull was so severely damaged that she was unable to continue 
the engagement and left the line. Whereupon the remainder 
of the fleet retired to the anchorage off Iloike. 

The casualties of the Satsuma force were only one man 
killed and six wounded. 

The Casualties of both Sides. 

The ]apuizese: Gionzu Fort had one man killed and six 
wounded (amongst the latter were the General Kawvakami 
Tatsue and Inouye Naohachi (now Admiral Viscount Inouye). 

The B ~ i f i s l z :  The squadron had 13 men killed and 50 
wou ndcd . 

Name of Ship. Killed. Wounded. 
“ Euryalus ” I 0  2 1  
‘ I  Pearl ” 0 T 
“ Perseus ” I 9 
“ Pegasus ” 0 6 

Racehorse ” 0 3 
“ Coquette ’’ 2 4 
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‘492 BOYBARDAIENT OF KAGOSIIISIA, 1863 “OV. 1913 

The Finale of the Battle, 

During the last part of the battle, fire, caused by the 
enemy’s shells, broke out in the Ucmachi district of Icagoshima; 
500 houses were burnt, the principal buildings which were 
burnt were the school, iron foundry and five large temples; 
three L m h o o  junks which were lying close to the shore were 
also burnt. 

On the 13th at noon the wind and rain gradually ceased, 
on account of this the British Fleet commenced to withdraw, 
and forming in single line ahead withdrew southwards, firing 
at the forts in passing. 

Daimonguchi and Tempozan returned the fire, but the 
British Fleet only exchanged shots with the Torijima and Oki 
Kojima Forts, the fleet afterwards anchored off Nanatsujima, 
and during the night repaired the damage sustained. At noon 
next day the squadron weighed anchor and retired in the 
direction of Yamakawa. One of the ships was so severely 
damaged that she again stopped off Konejima and made further 
repairs; on the 16th she mas towed away by another ship. It 
was reported that this ship, which was so severely damaged, 
‘was the flagship “ Euryalus.” 

Submarine Mines. 
On the night of August IIth, when hostilities seemed im- 

minent, Shirnazu Tadayoshi ordered three submarine mines 
to be dropped in the channel between Okikojima and Moezaki ; 
the idea u7as to blow up the enemy’s ships when they were 
retiring. Rut luckily for the British Squadron, when they 
did retire, they tool; the channel between Tempozan and Kozu 
and so missed the mines. 

Remarks of Admiral Inouye. 
The following is Admiral Inouye’s account of the battle :- 
‘I When the battle was fought, I was only 17 years old; 

my post of duty was one of the gun’s crews at Oki Kojima Fort, 
which was the fort furthest away from Kagoshima. 

“ When the alarm of the invasion of the British Fleet 
sounded, every man belonging to the gun’s crews rushed to 
his post. I myself ran to hlaihama beach, hastily embarked 
in a small boat, and so went to Olti Kojirna Fort. 

“ -4s I was the first man at this post, the commander of the 
fort gave me a word of praise, and well do I remember how 
pleased my youthful feelings were. 

‘‘ I recollect that each man’s equipment consisted of ‘ mom+ 
hiki ’ (long trousers tight round the calves), a haori (jacket), 
and a kind of haversack. 

“The Japanese guns were, of course, muzzle loaders, and 
some of the shot were very curious, they were called ‘Yaki- 
dama ’ (lit. ‘ burnt shot,’ i.e., red hot shot), these ‘ Yakidama ’ 
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Nov. 19131 BOMBARDMENT OF RAGOSHIMA, 1863 I493 

were first heated in a furnace close by and then placed 
in the gun ; to prevent the powder immediately exploding on 
the projectile being placed in the gun ,  green grass was placed 
between the powder and the projectile. Even now I remember 
llow dreadfully dangerous it was. 

" hly duty was No. 2 of the gun, and I inserted the primer, 
standing at  the left side of the gun. 

" When the fight was at  its hottest, one of the enemy's prc+ 
jectiles struck the muzzle of the gun and burst ; a splinter struck 
me tearing a piece of flesh from my thigh. I fainted and be- 
came insensible. 

" After a while, when I came to, I found that I had fallen 
on my right side, my long sword had fallen off and my short 
sword was bent like a sickle. 

" Just a t  this time the British concentrated their fire on my 
fort and the shot fell like hail. 

" The guns were all damaged and the guns' crews for a 
moment took shelter behind an embankment. A comrade 
came to my assistance, but I could scarcely stand, blood was 
pouring down my legs and I felt great pain; but I, myself, 
kept my spirit high. 

" I retired to the lower ground to the eastward, where my 
wound was washed with " shochu " (spirits), and medicated 
plaster was put in the hole as was the usual custom. Then I 
was carried to my home in Kagoshima. My father joyfully 
greeted my glorious wound, but was still more delighted when 
he heard my voice in answer to his greeting. After ten days 
I was practically recovered, and found lying in bed very tire- 
some. About this time the bodies of some dead Englishmen 
drifted ashore; hearing this, I wanted to g o  and see them, but 
the doctor forbade me. RIy wound was quite healed after a 
month; as I was only a boy and only took part as one of the 
gun's crews, I look back on the battle as a dream. I have 
no idea of the general state of the action and the effects on 
both sides. But my impressions were this: The  squadron was 
very magnificent; a war vessel is indeed a brave object. In 
them men can enter all the seas, navigate the world, and dis- 
play their country's power and glory, when the circumstances 
demand, just like the British Squadron. Therefore, unless 
this country has these important engines of war, and it must 
be as soon as possible, every day's delay means a great deal; 
we cannot be independent am6ngst the world Powers. I felt 
all this so much that I decided to enter the Navy and devote 
the whole of my life to its service." 
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